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Self-Check. Answers begin on page 2. This self-check is excerpted from ProLiteracy’s online course, Gear Up for Capitol Hill.
Decide if the activities in the following scenarios are describing educating or lobbying: 

1. Your program holds an in-service training event with teachers about advocacy and lobbying, and the teachers are paid to attend. 


2. You share information with your staff and the community on pending legislation. 


3. You teach a civics lesson on voter registration. 


4. You invite a legislator to visit your program. 


5. You visit your legislator on Capitol Hill or when he is home during Congressional Recess. 


6. Students participate in a letter-writing campaign and write their legislators thanking them for supporting their adult education program. 


7. You communicate with your staff and adult learners about legislation, and you take a position on that legislation. 


8. Your program is affiliated with a county school system, and as an adult educator, you are an employee of that county. You receive an action alert via e-mail and you respond to it by contacting your legislator. 


9. Your organization is a 501(c)3. Your volunteers organize a phone tree and use the program phone to activate the phone tree and respond to calls to action. 


Educating Versus Lobbying 

Answers
1. Your program holds an in-service training event with teachers about advocacy and lobbying, and the teachers are paid to attend. 
Educating, as long as you do not ask them to contact their legislators to vote for or against specific legislation.

2. You share information with your staff and the community on pending legislation. 

Educating, as long as you do not ask them to contact their legislators to vote for or against specific legislation. If you do recommend this action, then you are lobbying. Consider what your paid staff need to know about lobbying and provide education resources on the issue.  

3. You teach a civics lesson on voter registration. 

Educating. Teaching about the process is not lobbying. However, 501(c)3 organizations should not publicly endorse political candidates and should not use charitable funds to contribute to political campaigns. Otherwise, they risk losing their status and may be redesignated by the IRS as a political action committee.

4. You invite a legislator to visit your program. 

Educating. Same as 1 and 2: as long as you do not make a lobbying request to vote for or against specific legislation

5. You visit your legislator on Capitol Hill or when he is home during Congressional Recess. 

Educating, if you do not ask him to vote for or against specific legislation. If you do make the ask, then you are lobbying.

6. Students participate in a letter-writing campaign and write their legislators thanking them for supporting their adult education program. 

Educating. You are teaching them about writing business letters in the context of a civics lesson. It is grassroots lobbying if you ask learners to ask legislators to vote for or against a specific piece of legislation. However, even if you do not ask them, learners may decide this for themselves. The point is that you help them understand the issues and the process well enough so that they can then explain the point of the lesson to others. What they ultimately decide to put into their letters is their own choice.

7. You communicate with your staff and adult learners about legislation, and you take a position on that legislation. 

Educating. Even though you’ve stated your position, it is not lobbying as long as you do not directly ask them to lobby. 
8. 8. Your program is affiliated with a county school system, and as an adult educator, you are an employee of that county. You receive an action alert via e-mail and you respond to it by contacting your legislator. 
Direct lobbying. However, as a public employee, it is unlawful to use public funds for lobbying. This includes your work time, as well as work phone and other resources needed to respond. So while you can exercise your rights and responsibilities, just do it on your own time using your own resources. Then it is of no consequence to the program. As an American, you can do what you want on your own time and with your own resources. As an adult educator, you are an important source of information about adult literacy issues in your program, and have a responsibility to let your legislator know the benefits of adult literacy programs.
9. Your organization is a 501(c)3. Your volunteers organize a phone tree and use the program phone to activate the phone tree and respond to calls to action. 
Grassroots lobbying. 501(c)3 organizations can lobby using nongovernment and unmatched, unrestricted funding to cover the total cost. To constitute lobbying for the program, the program must incur an expense. If the volunteers were not using the program phone, then there would be no expense to report. Since they are using the program phone, the telephone expense should be documented.
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